
 

 
 

NOVEMBER 12      Workshops-PIC Building 

9:00 - 4:00 PM Bruce Matichuk (MedWatch Technologies) 
AI, Generative AI, AI Agents-workflow, Transformers and much more. 

9:00 – 3:30 PM  Mona Elyas (DAMA Edmonton – Independent Consultant) 
Data Analytics- hands on Modeling Data for a variety of needs 

9:00 – 12:00 PM Rania Waseef (Innova COE, KIK) 
Core principles of data literacy and artificial intelligence (AI) - Rania Waseef 

9:00 – 12:00 PM Avi Sheshachalam (MacEwan University) 
Data-Enabled Innovation: Building the Future-Ready Enterprise 

10:30 – 10:45 AM COFFEE BREAK  

12:00 PM – 1:00 PM LIGHT LUNCH & NETWORKING 

1:00 PM – 4:00 PM Kristian Bainey 
AI Driven Project Management and Using AI Creatively 

2:30 PM – 2:45 PM Refreshment BREAK as needed 

  

5:00 PM – 7:00 PM Mark Madsen 
Design do/don't with AI Smart Things: the successive levels of context and 
embedding of systems in systems 

  



 

NOVEMBER 13   Conference-PIC Building 

7:30 – 8:25 AM REGISTRATION & LIGHT BREAKFAST 

EMCEE 
8:25 – 8:30 AM 
 
8:30 – 9:00 AM 

SPENCER GERLACH (EPCOR) 
WELCOME: DR. TAMARA PEYTON, Dean, School of Media & Information 
Technology 
GUILLAUME COLLEY (CAVALLO TECH INC.) 
More Than Chatbots: Operationalizing GenAI in the Enterprise 
 

9:00 – 9:55 AM KEYNOTE: OSMAR ZAIANE (UOA) 
Why did the AI decide that? Explaining Machine Learning with rules and 
counterfactuals. 
 

10:00 – 10:45 AM 
 

DAVID ALMOND (MACEWAN UNIVERSITY) 
Digital sovereignty in the new world. 
 

10:45 – 11:15 AM COFFEE BREAK & NETWORKING, SPONSORS BOOTHS 

11:15 – 12:10 PM 
 

MALCOLM HAWKER (PROFISEE) 
The data hero playbook: Transform your data career with a growth mindset. 
 

12:15 – 12:55 PM LUNCH & NETWORKING, SPONSORS BOOTHS 

1:00 – 1:55 PM 
 

KEYNOTE: BLAIR GROFF (IBM) (REPLACES VICTOR POVAR) 
Agentic AI: Navigating the path from experimentation to value. 
 

2:00 – 2:50 PM 
 

SHERRY HIDALGO (SHAW INDUSTRIES) 
How Shaw Industries built a Data Governance Program in 90 days. 
 

2:50 – 3:15 PM COFFEE BREAK & NETWORKING, SPONSORS BOOTHS 

3:15 – 4:10 PM 
 

LOUIS FRANCESCUTTI (BRIDGE HEALING AND AI HEALTH MANAGEMENT) 

Smart Triage: JOAN, an AI Chatbot for multilingual ED homeless screening and 
housing placement. 
 

4:15 – 5:10 PM 
 

KNUT ULSRUD (KPMG) 
Proven Strategies for Effective AI Model Management. 
 

5:15 – 6:45 PM ATTENDEES RECEPTION, , SPONSORS BOOTHS 

7:00 PM SPEAKERS DINNER (BY INVITATION ONLY) 

 

  



 

 

NOVEMBER 14   Conference-PIC Building 

8:00 – 8:55 AM REGISTRATION & LIGHT BREAKFAST 

9:00 – 9:55 AM KEYNOTE: PETER AIKEN (DAMA INTERNATIONAL, ANYTHINGAWESOME)  
AI Handle with Care. 
 

10:00 – 10:45 AM 
 

MARK MADSEN (THIRD NATURE)  
Beer, Diapers & Data Talk - stories and situational meaning and skepticism in data 
science. 
 

10:45 – 11:15 AM COFFEE BREAK & NETWORKING, SPONSORS BOOTHS 

11:15 – 12:10 PM 
 

ROBERT SEINER (KIK) & RANIA WASEEF (INNOVACOE, KIK)  
Change Management Powered Data Governance: Establishing and Scaling 
Governance with Strong Data Fluency Program and Centers of Excellence. 
 

12:15 – 12:55 PM LUNCH & NETWORKING 

1:00 – 1:45 PM 
 

KEYNOTE: DR. JOE PEREZ (NC DHHS, COGNIMIND)  
“Driving Decisions with Data: Delight or Disaster" using the Look, Link, Listen, 
Leverage, and Learn framework. 
 

1:45 – 2:30 PM 
 

STAN SWARTZ (AIMS)  
Confined Space Robotics (CSR) - Beyond Path Planning: How Robotic Point-Cloud 
Data Becomes a Strategic Information Asset 
 

2:30 – 2:50 PM COFFEE BREAK & NETWORKING, SPONSORS BOOTHS 

2:50 – 3:35 PM 
 

INDUSTRY CASE STUDIES: MEDICAL INDUSTRY - GALYA WESTLER (HUMANBEAM, 
PLAZUS) 

Part 1: Reimagining Patient Engagement: How 3D Holograms and AI Companions 
Transform Healthcare Communication.  
Part 2: make AI responsible decisions in your organization. 
 

3:35 – 4:20 PM 
 

INDUSTRY CASE STUDIES: MARYAM MIRZAEI (NAIT-APPLIED RESEARCH – CENTER FOR 
DATA MANAGEMENT & VISUALIZATION)   

RESPONSIBLE AI -Bridging Data and Intelligence: Practical Pathways to AI Adoption 
in Industry. 
 

4:20 – 5:00 PM DOOR PRIZES 



 

 

NOVEMBER 15    Workshops – HP Center  

9:00 – 12:00 PM BRUCE MATICHUK (MEDWATCH TECHNOLOGIES) 
AI Applications: Starting Your AI Company 

9:00 – 12:00 PM MARK MADSEN (THIRD NATURE) 
Data cleaning concepts - a fun session: Focus "So someone in IT gave you 
data and now what do I do with it?" 

9:00 – 12:00 PM KEWAL DHARIWAL (ICCP) 
Exam Preparation for 5 Certifications: AI, Big Data, Business Intelligence, 
Data Management, and Data Governance 

10:30 – 10:45 AM COFFEE BREAK  

12:00 PM – 12:30 PM LIGHT LUNCH  

12:30 PM – 4:00 PM ERIC DRESSLER (KMD DATA+) 
Careers in AI & Data Science Introduction: featuring an overview of 
positions such as ML Engineer, Data Scientist, and Analyst 

12:30 PM – 6:00 PM KEWAL DHARIWAL (ICCP) 
“Zero Risk, Pay if you pass” certification examinations 
CDMP, AICP, CBIP, BIG DATA, DGSP 

2:30 PM – 2:45 PM REFRESHMENT BREAK as needed. 

 


